
Good morning, 

Following our consultation last summer on how we would implement the new 

requirements under Part 5 of the Media Act relating to local news and information on 

local analogue commercial radio stations, I wanted to let you know that Ofcom has 

today published its statement setting out our final decisions. 

Following careful consideration of consultation responses, our decisions include the 

following:  

- All local analogue commercial radio stations, apart from those with a very 

low turnover, must provide local news at least hourly during daytime 

weekdays and peak-time weekends;     

- Some local news must be locally-gathered, which will require journalists to be 

physically present in the relevant areas. We do not propose to specify how 

much local news must be locally-gathered or how frequently it should 

be broadcast;   

- Stations with a very low turnover will not be required to broadcast local news 

on the weekends or include news which has been locally gathered.   

- All stations must broadcast local information regularly throughout daytime 

weekdays (06.00 to 19.00) and at peak times on the weekends (07.00 to 

12.00).   

We have also modified our proposed implementation timeframe. Stations who have 

not previously been required to provide local news will now have two years to 

comply. All other licensees will have a one-year implementation period.  

The full statement, including further detail on our decisions, can be found here. 

Alongside this, we have also published an update on our implementation of the 

Media Act to date, including an overview of our planned work for the remainder of 

2026 which may be of interest. 

I hope this is helpful – do let us know if you have any questions or if useful to provide 

any further information.  

All kind regards, 

Bethan 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ofcom.org.uk%2Ftv-radio-and-on-demand%2Fpublic-service-broadcasting%2Flocal-news-and-information-on-analogue-commercial-radio&data=05%7C02%7CSeneddCulture%40senedd.wales%7Cab66c999588748cacebb08de7461c883%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C639076160564107746%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FOX1t687Ws9mmNMjeTsoikqHa%2BZB82HWcag%2Be1wijGg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ofcom.org.uk%2Ftv-radio-and-on-demand%2Fpublic-service-broadcasting%2Fupdate-on-implementing-the-media-act&data=05%7C02%7CSeneddCulture%40senedd.wales%7Cab66c999588748cacebb08de7461c883%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C639076160564129773%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Fpyiq2Gipq1xnus%2ByLB22mPc463Tz1LpF%2B2yoY2BOss%3D&reserved=0

